
 

Trip Report 

 

Gavin and Sue Private South Africa 
 

8th November to 25thNovember 2015 (18 Days) 
 

Photos and Trip report compiled by Tour Leader: Greg de Klerk 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gurney’s Sugarbird by Greg de Klerk 



RBT Trip Report Edmondstone November 2015 

 

 

 

2 

Our tour of South Africa began in 

Johannesburg. After an initial travel day, we 

stayed overnight at the Premier Hotel, 

beginning early the next morning with a 

good breakfast before departing 

Johannesburg for the world-renowned 

Kruger National Park. The route through 

Dullstroom and the Longtom Pass produced 

some good species and we began the tour 

with Jackal Buzzard, Long-crested Eagle, 

Fan-tailed Widowbird, Levaillant’s 

Cisticola, Cape Weaver, Alpine and African 

Black Swift while also enjoying good views 

of Rufous-chested Sparrowhawk. As we 

descended into the lowveld, the weather 

became much hotter and we started to encounter birds associated with the savanna biome; Southern 

Red-billed and Southern Yellow-billed Hornbills, Saddle-billed Stork, European Bee-eater, Magpie 

Shrike and Black-headed Oriole were encountered as we made our way to Skukuza Camp. We settled 

into our comfortable accommodation, in the company of a herd of African Elephant, before a 

welcome dinner and our first day of exploration in the park. 

 

The following morning, we headed north toward Tshokwane. Along the way we were very fortunate 

to encounter seventeen African Wild Dog, two male Lion sleeping under a tree and four Spotted 

Hyena. We were also very fortunate with the birdlife en route; we managed to record Giant 

Kingfisher, Jacobin Cuckoo, White-crested Helmetshrike, Coqui Francolin, Stierling’s Wren-

Warbler, Natal Spurfowl, Marabou Stork, Brown Snake Eagle, Hooded and White-backed Vulture, 

Bateleur, Wahlberg’s Eagle, Booted Eagle, Lizard Buzzard, Green Wood Hoopoe and African Fish 

Eagle. After a good stop for breakfast, where Vervets, Greater Blue-eared Starlings and Mourning 

Collared Dove entertained us we took a loop road back toward Skukuza Camp. Along this stretch of 

road we saw Red-crested Korhaan, Rufous-naped Lark, Levaillant’s Cuckoo, African Harrier-Hawk, 

African Grey Hornbill and a herd in excess of five hundred African Buffalo. We then meandered 

along the river and were treated to views of Goliath Heron, Little and Great Egrets, Pied Kingfisher, 

White-fronted Bee-eater, Wire-tailed Swallow, Wood and Common Sandpipers and White-throated 

Robin-Chat. We then returned to camp for a brief siesta before visiting a nearby waterhole hide where 

Striated Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron, Water Thick-knee, African Jacana, Retz’s 

Helmetshrike, Lesser Masked and Southern Masked Weavers were accompanied by a pod of 

Hippopotamus and a solitary Nile 

Crocodile. We headed back to camp a short 

while later, encountering Chacma Baboons 

along the way, before enjoying a good meal 

and retiring for the evening. 

 

The early morning start of our second day 

in Kruger National Park was rewarded with 

a pride of eight Lions walking past us as we 

made our way toward Lower Sabie Camp. 

Along the way Tawny-flanked Prinia, 

Helmeted Guineafowl, Crested Francolin, 

Hamerkop, Tawny Eagle, Klaas’s and 

Black Cuckoos were all seen well. We made 

a small stop at Nkhulu picnic spot where 

Diederik’s Cuckoo by Greg de Klerk 

African Elephant by Greg de Klerk 
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Willow Warbler and Yellow-breasted 

Apalis moved through the trees overhead 

and then continued to a very active dam 

where Ruff, Common and Wood Sandpiper, 

African Spoonbill, White-faced Whistling 

Duck and Diederik’s Cuckoo were all on 

display, Impala were scattered around the 

edge of the dam while Hippopotamus and 

Nile Crocodile stayed submerged in the cool 

water. We arrived at Lower Sabie where we 

enjoyed a wholesome breakfast and were 

visited by Greater Blue-eared Starling and 

Dark-capped Bulbul while we dined. We 

also had distant views of a Saddle-billed 

Stork, African Elephant and Hippopotamus 

on the opposite shore of the Sabie River. Having refuelled and refreshed ourselves, we made our way 

to the low-level bridge on the Sabie River to get a better view of the Hippopotamus out of the water, 

before a passing motorist informed us of sleeping Lions on the opposite side of the bridge and a 

Leopard nearby. After briefly viewing the two male Lions and a pair of Woolly-necked Storks in 

flight, we headed off in search of the elusive Leopard. We were soon rewarded with reasonable views 

of a Leopard sleeping in the lower branches of a large tree. After some good viewing we decided to 

return to Skukuza Camp. En Route we were treated to an excellent sighting where two young male 

Lions had flushed a herd of Impala in the direction of a young Leopard nearby. The Leopard, realising 

the Lions were near, then made for the refuge of a large tree. All this, while a herd of African Elephant 

crossed the road ahead of us and another Lioness came out on the road nearby. The birding was no 

less spectacular; White-throated Robin-Chat, White-fronted Bee-eater and Orange-breasted 

Bushshrike were all seen in the shady thickets along the Sabie River before we arrived at camp for 

an afternoon siesta. The afternoon drive took us into the grassland area in search of a Rhinoceros. 

These large mammals proved elusive leaving us to bird along the route with little interruption. Lilac-

breasted Roller and African Fish Eagle provided the entertainment of an otherwise quiet afternoon 

drive. Arriving at the restaurant for an early dinner we were fortunate to view a Thick-tailed Greater 

Galago as it began its evening activities. We retired shortly after dinner for a good night’s rest. 

 

The sunshine and bird song woke us early 

the next morning and a walk in the gardens 

allowed us to find Purple-crested Turaco, 

African Green Pigeon, Red-chested 

Cuckoo, Green-winged Pytilia, Willow 

Warbler, Sombre Greenbul, Bearded Scrub 

Robin and Bronze Mannikin as well as a 

family of Banded Mongoose. After a 

satisfying breakfast where Spectacled 

Weaver and Cape White-eye were in 

attendance, we departed Skukuza Camp for 

Wakkerstroom. Having failed to locate any 

Rhinoceros the day before, we were 

pleasantly surprised when two individuals 

were encountered grazing on the roadside. 

Satisfied with our time in Kruger, we began our scenic trip to the Highland Grasslands of 

Wakkerstroom. A couple of productive stops along the way produced Common and Forest Buzzard, 

Greater Striped Swallow, Southern Masked Weaver, Common Moorhen, Long-tailed Widowbird, 

Giant Kingfisher by Greg de Klerk 

Sentinel Rock Thrush by Greg de Klerk 
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African Snipe, Greater Flamingo, Southern 

Pochard, Yellow-billed Duck, African 

Purple Swamphen and White-winged Tern. 

We arrived in Wakkerstroom in the late 

afternoon where we enjoyed a flavourful 

dinner before heading off to sleep. 

 

Our first full day of birding in 

Wakkerstroom dawned. Joined by local 

guide, Sifiso, we embarked on a trip to 

locate a Yellow-breasted Pipit. We had 

brief flyover views but the weather 

conspired against us as a strong wind forced 

the birds into hiding. We returned to the 

lodge for breakfast a short time later, but not 

before we had added Southern Bald Ibis, Eastern Long-billed Lark, Spike-heeled Lark and Sentinel 

Rock Thrush to our lists. After breakfast we attempted to locate the White-bellied Bustard. Although 

unsuccessful, we did have excellent views of Bokmakierie, Yellow Bishop, Wailing Cisticola, Cape 

Grassbird, Secretary Bird, Blue Crane, Jackal Buzzard, Black-bellied Bustard, South African Cliff 

Swallow, African Wattled and Crowned Lapwing before a stop for a late afternoon lunch. We moved 

on in search of two special species of the high altitude grasslands and had excellent views of the 

endemic Botha’s and Rudd’s Larks. We also enjoyed good views of Eastern Clapper Lark immersed 

in its display flight before returning to the guest house to freshen up before another excellent meal. 

 

Our second day in Wakkerstroom was deemed a “rest day” but we still had some great birding in the 

immediate surrounds of Wakkerstroom and the local wetlands. African Rail, Red-chested Flufftail 

and Baillon’s Crake provided the day’s highlights while we also had good views of Intermediate 

Egret, Grey Crowned Crane, Lesser Swamp Warbler, Common Moorhen, Red-knobbed Coot and 

African Swamphen. A brewing thunderstorm at our bed and breakfast chased us indoors and provided 

a spectacular show for the mid-afternoon break before we took a walk to end the evening. This too 

proved excellent, revealing Swainson’s Spurfowl, Dark-capped Yellow Warbler and Malachite 

Kingfisher. We then headed to our dinner location after a chance to refresh and were surprised by a 

spectacular view of four Spotted Eagle-Owls; two adults with two fledglings. After a healthy and 

delicious meal we returned to our accommodation for a good night’s rest. 

 

The next morning we awoke early, intent on 

finding a few more species. The weather 

was however cold and misty which hindered 

our progress. We attempted to connect with 

the Yellow-breasted Pipit, which we could 

hear calling but could not see due to poor 

visibility. We decided to head east in the 

hope that conditions would improve. We 

came across a wetland which produced Red-

billed Quelea, African Snipe, Whiskered 

Tern, Southern Red Bishop and our first 

Purple Heron. On the hills surrounding the 

wetland we also recorded Common Ostrich 

as well as specialised highveld mammals 

including Black Wildebeest, Blesbok and 

Springbok. Sadly the conditions deteriorated further forcing us to return to camp but not before we 

Botha’s Lark by Greg de Klerk 

Yellow-bellied Greenbul by Greg de Klerk 
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were surprised by an adult Black Harrier 

quartering the grasslands. After an 

enjoyable breakfast we departed the 

grasslands of Wakkerstroom heading east 

towards Mkuze. We arrived at Mkuze where 

the conditions were again not ideal for 

birding as a blustering wind blew over the 

parched earth, the result of a long drought 

gripping the region. We still decided an 

afternoon game drive would be a good 

opportunity to locate a few new species but 

after excellent views of a bull African 

Elephant and a three White Rhinoceros the 

rain began to fall. Despite the deteriorating 

weather, we still managed to record a 

Martial Eagle in flight, Pale Flycatcher, Black-bellied Bustard, African Hoopoe, Acacia Pied Barbet, 

Spotted Flycatcher, Marico Sunbird, Yellow-throated Petronia and Blue Waxbill. After a puncture 

and a soggy drive, we arrived back at camp where a well-prepared meal awaited us before a warm 

bed beckoned us to a good night’s sleep.  

 

The next morning we were treated to clearing skies and a light breeze as we entered Mkuze Game 

Reserve. The drought was evident here where waterholes which would normally be a hive of activity 

were dry while lush vegetation was restricted to watercourses; many animal carcasses were scattered 

around the park. The morning started well with views of Crowned Hornbill, Black-bellied Starling 

and Brubru before we encountered a Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird, African Dusky Flycatcher, Red-

faced Mousebirds and Crested Guineafowl as we had breakfast. We then proceeded into the reserve 

and investigated the Sand Forest biome. Here we encountered such specials as the Pink-throated 

Twinspot, Rudd’s Apalis, Kurrichane 

Thrush and excellent views of a Green-

backed Camaroptera. We also watched as 

many mammals came to drink, Common 

Wildebeest and Nyala cautiously 

approached as a flock of White-backed 

Vulture cleaned up a carcass nearby. 

Emerald-Spotted Wood Dove, Jacobin 

Cuckoo and Woolly-necked Stork were also 

easily located around the water. From here 

we headed to a major watering point, 

collecting Barn Swallow, Gorgeous 

Bushshrike, Red-crested Korhaan, 

Trumpeter Hornbill and Orange-breasted 

Bushshrike en route. Nsumo Pan was much 

drier than expected but we were treated to 

great numbers of African Openbill, Greater Flamingo, Common Greenshank, Pink-backed and Great 

White Pelican, Red-billed and Hottentot Teal, Spur-winged Goose, Little Stint, Curlew, Marsh, 

Common and Wood Sandpipers. We finally departed Mkuze Game Reserve for Zululand Rhino 

Reserve, arriving in time for high tea and an afternoon drive. The drive proved very productive as we 

started proceedings with Bushveld Pipit and displaying Red-crested Korhaan before encountering a 

single Cheetah on an Impala kill. We stopped for sundowners, after viewing an obliging Yellow-

billed Kite, finally connecting with a Fiery-necked Nightjar before returning to camp for another 

delicious dinner and a good night’s rest. 

Cheetah by Greg de Klerk 

Rudd’s Apalis by Greg de Klerk 
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The dawn chorus coaxed us out of bed as we 

prepared to embark on a morning drive in 

search of some specials in the Zululand 

Rhino Reserve. It was not long before we 

had added Common Ostrich, Woolly-

necked Stork and Striated Heron, only to be 

interrupted by two lionesses hunting a small 

herd of Nyala. After a near miss, the 

lionesses then encountered a small breeding 

herd of African Buffalo where a stalemate 

ensued and we left to continue our birding. 

We were fortunate to find a Crowned Eagle 

chick in its nest as well as enjoying 

excellent views of Striped Kingfisher, 

Black Cuckooshrike and Southern Boubou 

before a much needed coffee and comfort stop. The second part of the drive then provided an adult 

Crowned Eagle sitting on another nest, an actively calling African Broadbill, Blue-mantled Crested 

Flycatcher and a pair of African Pygmy Kingfisher. We returned to the lodge for a hearty breakfast 

and a midday siesta. The afternoon had us wandering around False Bay National Park in search of 

Sunbirds. Although the wind had become very strong and the threat of an imminent storm was present, 

we still managed to locate a Purple Banded Sunbird and a Grey Sunbird. Yet, despite many attempts 

at the various flowering plants in the park, Neergaard’s Sunbird remained elusive. We arrived back 

at the lodge at night fall, providing us with an amazing lightening display, yet the much needed storm 

never materialised as the strong wind continued to blow it away through the night. 

 

We departed Zululand Rhino Reserve early the next morning with a busy schedule planned for the 

day. After a short drive, we arrived in St Lucia and began a short walk on the Gwala-Gwala trail. We 

first encountered White-eared Barbets and Rudd’s Apalis before our attention turned to a calling pair 

of Woodward’s Batis. Try as we may, the Batis managed to avoid us, yet we still managed to add 

Livingstone’s Turaco, Narina Trogon, Red-capped Robin-Chat, African Yellow White-eye and 

Eastern Golden Weaver. After a quick breakfast and coffee stop we began our drive to Dlinza Forest. 

Although the weather was becoming increasingly poor we still managed to locate a Palm-nut Vulture 

in the Raphia palms near Mtunzini and a single Chorister Robin at Dlinza Forest before driving 

through to Hilton for our overnight stop and a good dinner. 

 

A later start to the morning allowed the wind and clouds to clear and after another wholesome 

breakfast we began our day’s activities with a 

trip to the Karkloof conservation area. We 

encountered Orange Ground Thrush, Long-

crested Eagle, Drakensberg Prinia, Cape 

Batis, Forest Buzzard, Forest Canary, Bar-

throated Apalis and Southern Double-

collared Sunbird before departing in the 

direction of Richmond.  In Richmond, after 

some careful scanning, we were able to locate 

a pair of distant Blue Swallow hawking 

insects from a nearby dam and then using the 

thermals to glide high as another storm began 

to build. Having been successful in 

Richmond, we departed the area en route for 

Himeville and our luxurious accommodation. 

Pink-throated Twinspot by Greg de Klerk 

Hunting Lioness by Greg de Klerk 
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After a great homemade meal, we settled into our comfortable quarters awaiting the excitement of 

the next day’s activities. 

 

As the sun passed the horizon the next 

morning, we embarked on our day trip 

which would take us up Sani Pass and into 

the mountain kingdom of Lesotho. We 

stopped at a nearby wetland where Grey-

crowned Crane, Yellow-billed Duck, 

Common Moorhen, Southern Red Bishop 

and Red-billed Quelea started the day’s 

entertainment. A short while later we were 

enjoying excellent views of Red-necked 

Spurfowl, Red-throated Wryneck, 

Secretary Bird, Greater Striped Swallow, 

Barratt’s Warbler, Bush Blackcap, Fan-

tailed Grassbird, Olive Thrush, Cape Rock 

Thrush, Greater Double-collared Sunbird, 

Buff-streaked Chat, Ground Woodpecker, African Firefinch, Common Waxbill, Gurney’s Sugarbird, 

African Rock Pipit, Cape Bunting, Yellow Canary, Brimstone Canary, Drakensberg Rockjumper and 

Drakensberg Siskin all before we had reached the summit of the pass. At the Lesotho border we were 

all excited as an adult Bearded Vulture flew past at a low level. Once inside Lesotho, the birding 

continued at a fast pace; Mountain Pipit, Red-capped Lark, Large-billed Lark, Sickle-winged Chat, 

Sentinel Rock Thrush, Fairy Flycatcher, Ground Woodpecker, Malachite Sunbird, Layard’s Warbler, 

White-necked Raven and twenty two Cape Vultures at a roadside carcass kept us entertained. After a 

good lunch stop we returned to the border and recorded White Stork and Speckled Pigeon along the 

way. We descended the pass and then attempted to locate a Wattled Crane. After a frenetic few 

minutes, we located a pair of Wattled Crane and had decent scope views as the light deteriorated and 

a large storm unleashed its fury on the area. We settled for a jovial dinner in the warm dining room 

that evening, celebrating a very successful day before retiring for an early night in anticipation of a 

busy day ahead. 

 

The next morning we woke up as the sun 

came streaming into our rooms. The light 

however was short-lived as a bank of mist 

rolled into the area making visibility very 

poor. We departed the lodge in the hopes 

that the conditions would improve as we 

approached one of our best forest birding 

spots. We were fortunate when we arrived 

at the forest that a small breeze had kept the 

mist from settling and were immediately 

rewarded with an African Goshawk flying 

near the parking area. We proceeded into 

the forested area, collecting Olive 

Woodpecker and brief views of White-

starred Robin while a calling Yellow-

throated Woodland Warbler remained frustratingly out of view. We proceeded back to the vehicle 

and were interrupted by a pair of Cape Parrot sitting atop a dead tree allowing us excellent scope 

views. We then headed for King Shaka International Airport and our connecting flight to Cape Town. 

We arrived in Cape Town in the mid-afternoon, where we immediately had the introduced House 

Drakensberg Rockjumper by Greg de Klerk 

Ground Woodpecker by Greg de Klerk 
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Crow greeting us. We arrived at the guest 

house and after a short siesta, visited a local 

African Penguin colony where we had 

incredible views of the African Penguin, 

Familiar Chat, African Oystercatcher, Cape 

Grassbird, Karoo Prinia, Kelp Gull, 

Hartlaub’s Gull and Cape Gannet over False 

Bay. Crowned Cormorant and Greater 

Crested Tern were also easily located before 

we headed back to our bed and breakfast. 

We ended off the evening at a vibrant 

restaurant before heading back to the 

comfort of our guest house. 

 

Our first full day in Cape Town started with 

excellent sunny conditions and very little wind. The day’s destination was the quiet holiday town of 

Rooi Els, along the dramatic False Bay coastline. After a few scenic stops along the way we arrived 

in Rooi Els and began our search for the region’s specials. We were immediately rewarded with 

striking views of the Orange-breasted Sunbird, Cape Bulbul, Cape Siskin, Cape Sugarbird and our 

main target of the area, the Cape Rockjumper. We witnessed two parties of this enigmatic bird 

hopping around the boulders before we departed for our next destination. Having had a fair deal of 

success at Rooi Els, we then headed to Stony Point where we encountered a huge African Penguin 

colony, a Cape Cormorant breeding colony and a Bank Cormorant breeding colony while Egyptian 

Goose, Hartlaub’s Gull, Cape Weaver, White-breasted Cormorant and Cape Wagtail were all present. 

After an enjoyable lunch at Harold Porter Botanical Gardens, we then headed to Gordon’s Bay where 

we encountered another party of Cape Rockjumper. Having had a very productive day, we returned 

to our Guest House for an afternoon break before sitting for an excellent dinner and an early evening 

rest. 

 

Our second full day in Cape Town started with a visit to the doctor, before we began investigating 

the local area. We stopped at a local wetland where we viewed White-backed Duck, Great Crested 

Grebe, Cape Shoveler, Cape Spurfowl, Purple Heron and a Black-crowned Night Heron. After an 

enjoyable lunch stop we entered West Coast National Park where we were once again very lucky to 

find three Southern Black Korhaan, White-

backed Mousebird, Common, Caspian and 

Little Terns, Kittlitz’s Plover, Ruddy 

Turnstone, Sanderling, Rock Kestrel, Fiscal 

Flycatcher and Karoo Scrub Robin. We also 

had a few mammalian highlights; Common 

Eland, Blesbok and Steenbok providing 

some wonderful views while the Angulate 

Tortoises kept us alert as they crossed the 

road. A few Common Ostrich, Cape Canary 

and Cape Bunting also made an appearance 

on a good but short birding day. Another 

very enjoyable dinner was followed by a 

restful sleep. 

 

Our final day in Cape Town started with the very strong winds of the ‘Cape Doctor’ howling off the 

Atlantic Ocean. After a lovely breakfast, we started the morning birding at the sheltered Kirstenbosch 

Botanical Gardens which provided us with some good species; Sombre Greenbul, Cape White-eye, 

African Penguin by Greg de Klerk 

Cape Sugarbird by Greg de Klerk 
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Cape Robin-Chat, Common Buzzard and many plant species in flower. A bit disappointed by the 

birding opportunities at Kirstenbosch, we headed to the Strandfontein water treatment plant. The 

birding improved markedly even with the strong winds and we managed to connect with Maccoa 

Duck, Cape and Red-billed Teal, Little Rush Warbler, Great White Pelican, Greater Flamingo, Black-

winged Stilts, Grey-headed, Kelp and Hartlaub’s Gulls, Glossy Ibis, Spur-winged Goose, Marsh 

Sandpiper, Little Stint, African Sacred Ibis, Red-knobbed Coot, Common Moorhen, Kittlitz’s Plover 

and Sandwich Tern. With an early morning departure looming, we headed back to the guest house 

stopping for a light lunch. Satisfied with our birding, we began packing our bags. A light-hearted 

farewell dinner ended what had been a fantastic tour across some of South Africa’s best birding 

hotspots. We departed early the next morning for Cape Town International Airport where we parted 

ways and headed home. 

 

BIRD LIST (382 species, 9 were endemic to South Africa and 6 were heard only)  
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Frank Gill & Minturn Wright Birds of the World: 

Recommended English Names (2006) Princeton University Press, Version 2.9.13, generated on 

2015-08-10. Notes are provided where Clements differs; alternatively Clements names are in 

parenthesis.  

Key: E: regional endemic, NE: regional near-endemic.  

NP: national park, GR: game reserve NR: nature reserve.  
 

Ostriches  Struthionidae 
Common Ostrich       Struthio camelus 

Found initially in Wakkerstroom with further sightings in Zululand and West Coast NP. 

 

Ducks & Geese  Anatidae 
White-faced Whistling Duck      Dendrocygna viduata 

Found at a few dams with plentiful water in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and Rietvlei Wetland Reserve. 

White-backed Duck       Thalassornis leuconotus 

Found in Rietvlei Wetland Reserve. 

Spur-winged Goose       Plectropterus gambensis  

A large goose seen regularly throughout the tour, particularly in agricultural land.  

Egyptian Goose       Alopochen aegyptiacus  

Recorded throughout the tour in varying habitats from wetlands to golf courses. 

South African Shelduck      Tadorna cana 

Found in the wetlands surrounding Wakkerstroom. 

Cape Teal        Anas capensis 

Seen in large numbers at Strandfontein.  

Yellow-billed Duck       Anas undulata 

Recorded at suitable wetlands throughout the tour. 

Cape Shoveler        Anas smithii 

Recorded regularly in Cape Town in suitable habitat. 

Red-billed Teal       Anas erythrorhyncha 

Recorded in Wakkerstroom and Strandfontein. 

NOTE: Clements common name for this species is Red-billed Duck. 

Hottentot Teal        Anas hottentota 

Seen at Mkuze GR. 

Southern Pochard       Netta erythrophthalma 

Recorded in the wetlands at Wakkerstroom and again in the Stranfontein. 

Maccoa Duck        Oxyura Maccoa 

A couple of individuals seen at Standfontein. 

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl      Numida meleagris 
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Found on every day except two during the tour. 

Crested Guineafowl      Guttera pucheroni 

Found in the sand forest and coastal forest of Mkuze and St Lucia.  

 

Pheasants, Grouse & Allies  Phasianidae 
Note: Clements places all the below species in the Francolinus genus  

Coqui Francolin      Peliperdix coqui 

A single individual found in Kruger NP. 

Grey-winged Francolin     Scleroptila afra 

A single bird seen while traversing Sani Pass. 

Crested Francolin      Dendroperdix sephaena 

A common francolin recorded in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

Cape Spurfowl       Pternistis capensis 

Located in Rietvlei wetland reserve, West Coast NP and Strandfontein. 

NOTE: Clements common name for this species is Cape Francolin. 

Natal Spurfowl       Pternistis natalensis  

Recorded during the visit to Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

NOTE: Clements common name for this species is Natal Francolin. 

Red-necked Spufowl      Pternistis afer 

A pair of birds located while traversing Sani Pass. 

NOTE: Clements common name for this species is Red-necked Francolin. 

Swainson’s Spurfowl      Pternistis swainsonii 

Seen in Kruger NP and in the grasslands of Wakkerstroom. 

NOTE: Clements common name for this species is Swainson’s Francolin. 

Common Quail      Coturnix coturnix 

Heard during our trip up Sani Pass and around Himeville. 

 

Penguins  Spheniscidae 
African Penguin      Speniscus demersus 

Seen in large numbers from our balcony in Simon’s Town, Boulders Beach and Stony Point Boardwalk. 

NOTE: Clements common name for this species is Jackass Penguin. 

 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe       Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Found in suitable wetland habitats throughout the tour. 

Great-crested Grebe      Podiceps cristatus 

A pair located at the Rietvlei wetland reserve. 

Black-necked Grebe      Podiceps nigricollis 

Found in large numbers at Strandfontein. 

NOTE: Clements common name for this species is Eared Grebe. 

 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo      Phoenicopterus roseus 

Recorded initially outside Wakkerstroom, then in larger numbers in Mkuze GR, West Coast NP and 

Strandfontein. 

 

Storks  Ciconiidae 
Yellow-billed Stork      Mycteria ibis 

A large grouping of this species was seen outside Lower Sabie in Kruger NP. 

African Openbill      Anastomus lamelligerus 

A flock of over 100 birds seen at Nsumo Pan in Mkuze GR. 

Woolly-necked Stork      Ciconia episcopus 

Located in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and St Lucia. 
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White Stork       Ciconia ciconia 

Recorded in Lesotho and in the grasslands around Himeville. 

Saddle-billed Stork      Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 

Recorded along the Sabie River in Kruger NP. 

Marabou Stork      Leptoptilos crumenifer 

Recorded in Kruger NP in the Skukuza region. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis      Threskiornis aethiopicus 

A common Ibis recorded often during the tour on cultivated lands and wetland margins. 

NOTE: Clements common name for this species is Sacred Ibis. 

Southern Bald Ibis      Geronticus calvus 

Recorded in small groups in Wakkerstroom and a pair seen in Lesotho. 

Hadada Ibis        Bostrychia hagedash  

Common throughout the tour.  

Glossy Ibis       Plegadis falcinellus 

Another common species seen on the tour in association with wetland fringes and marshes. 

African Spoonbill      Platalea alba 

Located a number of these species in Kruger NP, Wakkerstroom and Mkuze GR. 

 

Herons, Egrets & Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Black-crowned Night Heron     Nycticorax nycticorax 

Three individuals recorded on tour at Kruger NP, Sani Pass Road and Rietvlei Wetland Reserve. 

Striated Heron       Butorides striata 

A secretive but common Heron found in Kruger NP, Zululand Rhino Reserve and Mkuze GR. 

Squacco Heron       Ardeola ralloides 

Located early in the tour at Kruger NP and Wakkerstroom wetlands. 

Western Cattle Egret       Bubulcus ibis  

Common during the first half of the tour in association with large herbivores and wetland fringes.  

NOTE: The IOC splits Cattle Egret into 2 species, the nominate form Western Cattle Egret and the 

Asian/Australasian Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus. 

Grey Heron        Ardea cinerea  

This widespread species was recorded at most wetlands during the tour.  

Black-headed Heron       Ardea melanocephala 

This grassland species was seen in Dullstroom, Wakkerstroom, Strandfontein and West Coast NP. 

Goliath Heron       Ardea goliath 

The largest heron in the region found in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR rivers and dams. 

Purple Heron       Ardea purpurea 

Found in the Wakkerstroom wetlands and in Rietvlei Wetland Reserve. 

Great Egret       Ardea alba 

Located this species wherever habitat was suitable in Kruger NP, Wakkerstroom, Mkuze GR and in 

Underberg. 

Intermediate Egret      Egretta intermedia 

Located in the wetland around Wakkerstroom. 

Little Egret       Egretta garzetta 

Seen during the first part of the tour in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR, Wakkerstroom and again in West Coast NP. 

 

Hamerkop  Scopidae 
Hamerkop       Scopus umbretta 

Seen in Kruger NP, Wakkerstroom and Mkuze GR. 

 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 
Great White Pelican      Pelecanus onocrotalus 
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Found in small numbers in Mkuze GR and in slightly larger numbers in Rietvlei Wetland Reserve and 

Strandfontein. 

Pink-backed Pelican      Pelecanus rufescens 

Seen in small numbers on the shores of Nsumo Pan in Mkuze GR. 

 

Boobies & Gannets  Sulidae 
Cape Gannet       Morus capensis 

Seen flying over False Bay in small flocks near Boulder’s Beach. 

 

Cormorants & Shags  Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed Cormorant      Microcarbo africanus 

The most common Cormorant seen on most days of the tour. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Long-tailed Cormorant. 

Crowned Cormorant      Microcarbo coronatus 

Recorded at Boulder’s Beach, West Coast NP and Kalk Bay harbour. 

Bank Cormorant      Phalacrocorax neglectus 

Found in a breeding colony at Stony Point Boardwalk. 

White-breasted Cormorant     Phalacrocorax lucidis 

Good numbers recorded at Boulder’s Beach, West Coast NP and Strandfontein. 

NOTE: The IOC splits the white-breasted African subspecies into a full species from the widely distributed 

Great Cormorant P. carbo. Clements does not accept this split. 

Cape Cormorant      Phalacrocorax capensis 

Recorded at Stony Point in a breeding colony and at Kalk Bay harbour.  

 

Anhingas  Anhingidae 
African Darter       Anhinga rufa  

We had a single sighting of this species in flight near Rietvlei Wetland Reserve.  

Secretary-Bird   Sagittariidae 
Secretarybird       Sagittarius serpentarius 

We first encountered this stately bird the Wakkerstroom grasslands and again along Sani Pass Road. 

 

Osprey   Pandionidae 
Western Osprey      Pandion haliaetus 

Excellent flyover views of an individual bird in St Lucia. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Osprey. 

 

Hawks, Eagles & Kites  Accipitridae 
 Black-winged(shouldered) Kite     Elanus caeruleus  

Fairly common in some areas and most frequently seen near roadsides during the first half of the tour.  

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Black-shouldered Kite. 

African Harrier-Hawk     Polyboroides typus 

A juvenile and an adult were seen in Kruger NP and an adult was briefly seen in Mkuze. 

Palm-nut Vulture      Gypohierax angolensis 

A single bird was viewed on a Raphia spp. palm in Mtunzini. 

Bearded Vulture      Gypaetus barbatus 

At least four birds were recorded up Sani Pass. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Lammergeier. 

Hooded Vulture      Necrosyrtes monachus 

A single bird recorded near Tshokwane in the Kruger NP. 

White-backed Vulture     Gyps africanus 

Seen regularly in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Cape Vulture       Gyps coprotheres 

Seen in good numbers near a roadside kill in Lesotho. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Cape Griffon. 
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Brown Snake Eagle      Circaetus cinereus 

Seen often in Kruger NP where we recorded six individual sightings. 

Bateleur       Terathopius ecaudatus 

Seen in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR in flight. 

Crowned Eagle      Stephanoaetus coronatus 

A very good view of a nesting adult and a white nestling in the Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Martial Eagle       Polemaetus bellicosus 

Flyby views of an adult in the Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Long-crested Eagle      Lophaetus accipitalis 

An eagle we saw often in association with forestry plantations and telephone poles. 

Wahlberg’s Eagle      Hieraaetus wahlbergi 

A common intra-African migrant which we located in good numbers in both Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

Booted Eagle       Hieraaetus pennatus 

A single bird located flying near a granite outcrop in Kruger NP. 

Tawny Eagle       Aquila Rapax 

The most common of the brown eagles in the region during the tour. 

Lizard Buzzard      Kaupifalco monogrammicus 

A single bird seen near Skukuza rest camp in the Kruger NP. 

NOTE: The nominate form African Tawny Eagle A. r. rapax may be split from the Asian Tawny Eagle A. r. 

vindhiana, although this is not done by IOC nor Clements. 

African Goshawk      Accipiter tachiro 

Viewed this magnificent bird gliding over the canopy at Marutswa Forest near Underberg. 

Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk    Accipiter rufiventris 

An excellent flyby view of this species as we passed through Dullstroom. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Rufous-chested Sparrowhawk.. 

African Marsh Harrier     Circus ranivorus 

Seen briefly at the Wakkerstroom wetlands and again at Strandfontein. 

Black Harrier       Circus maurus 

A brilliant view of an adult in Wakkerstroom and a juvenile on Sani Pass. 

Yellow-billed Kite      Milvus aegyptius 

A common sighting through the tour in all habitats. 

NOTE: This race we observed during the tour is considered by some authorities to be a full species, namely: 

Yellow-billed Kite M. m. aegyptius and is not recognized by Clements. The Clements common name for this 

species is Black Kite. 

African Fish Eagle       Haliaeetus vocifer  

Seen well in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and West Coast NP. 

Common Buzzard      Buteo buteo 

A common migrant seen throughout the tour in association with cultivated land and also in Kruger NP and 

Mkuze GR. 

Forest Buzzard      Buteo trizonatus 

Seen on the pass near Barberton and again in the Karkloof conservation area.   

Jackal Buzzard (E)       Buteo rufofuscus  

This lovely endemic was seen well in Dullstroom, Wakkerstroom, the Karkloof  conservation area and 

Strandfontein.  

 

Bustards  Otididae 
Red-crested Korhaan      Lophotis ruficrista 

We located this species in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and Zululand Rhino Reserve performing its display flight. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Eupodotis and the scientific name is 

Eupodotis ruficrista and uses the common name of Red-crested Bustard. 

Southern Black Korhaan (E)     Afrotis afra 

We found three individuals in West Coast NP. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Eupodotis and the scientific name is 

Eupodotis afra and uses the common name of Black Bustard. 

Black-bellied Bustard      Lissotis melanogaster 
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Found our first individual in Wakkerstroom followed by another two at Mkuze GR and Zululand Rhino 

Reserve. 

 

Flufftails  Sarothruridae 
Red-chested Flufftail      Sarothrura rufa 

Had excellent views of an individual in the Wakkerstroom wetlands. 

 

Rails, Gallinules & Coots  Rallidae 
African Rail       Rallus caerulescens 

Had excellent views of this species in the open in the Wakkerstroom wetlands. 

Black Crake       Amaurornis flavirostra 

Seen in suitable wetlands in Kruger NP and heard at various wetlands throughout the tour. 

Baillon’s Crake      Porzana pusilla 

A single awesome sighting of this bird in the Wakkerstroom wetlands. 

African Swamphen      Porphyrio madagascariensis 

Located a few of these birds in suitable wetland habitats throughout the tour. 

Common Moorhen      Gallinula chloropus 

Excellent views of this species in all the major wetland habitats throughout the tour. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Eurasian Moorhen. 

Red-knobbed Coot      Fulica cristata 

A common bird in the wetlands of Wakkerstroom, Mkuze, Rietvlei Wetland Reserve and Strandfontein. 

 

Cranes Gruidae 
Grey Crowned Crane  Balearica regulorum 

Seen in Wakkerstroom and in larger numbers in Himeville in association with agricultural land. 

Blue Crane  Grus paradise 

Good numbers of this Crane species were seen in Wakkerstroom and surrounds. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Anthropoides and the scientific name is 

Anthropoides paradiseus. 

Wattled Crane   Grus carunculata 

This spectacular bird and endangered bird was seen in the Underberg area. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Bugeranus and the scientific name is 

Bugeranus carunculatus. 

 

Thick-Knees  Burhinidae 
Water Thick-knee  Burhinus vermiculatus 

Seen very well along the Sabie River and at Lake Panic in Kruger NP. 

 

Oystercatchers  Haematopodidae 
African Oystercatcher  Haematopus moquini 

Seen regularly in the Western Cape at Boulder’s Beach, Stony Point and West Coast NP. 

 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus 

This easily identifiable species was seen in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and at Strandfontein. 

Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta 

Located this species in good numbers at Strandfontein. 

 

Plovers & Lapwings Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing (Plover)      Vanellus armatus  

This common species was recorded regularly during the first half of the tour around water sources.  

Crowned Lapwing       Vanellus coronatus  

This common species of open areas was recorded at both Kruger NP and Zululand Rhino Reserve. 
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African Wattled Lapwing     Vanellus senegallus 

This species was found in the waterlogged grasslands of Wakkerstroom and near Strandfontein. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Wattled Lapwing. 

Common Ringed Plover      Charadrius hiaticula 

Seen on a couple of exposed mud banks in Strandfontein. 

Kittlitz’s Plover      Charadrius pecuarius 

Found initially at West Coast NP and again in Strandfontein. 

Three-banded Plover      Charadrius tricollaris 

A common species found on the edge water bodies during the first half of the tour. 

 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 
African Jacana       Actophilornis africanus  

The lovely long-toed lily-trotter was seen well in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

 

Sandpipers & Allies  Scolopacidae 
African Snipe       Gallinago nigripennis 

This secretive species was found on three occasions in the Wakkerstroom wetlands with some incredible 

views. 

Marsh Sandpiper      Tringa stagnatilis 

We had great sighting of this species on the mudflats at Nsumo Pan in Mkuze GR and at Strandfontein. 

Common Greenshank      Tringa nebularia 

We had excellent close up views of this species in Mkuze GR and at West Coast NP. 

Wood Sandpiper      Tringa glareola 

A common migrant Sandpiper seen at various wetland habitats in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

Common Sandpiper      Actitis hypoleucos 

This species was encountered at various wetland habitats in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

Ruddy Turnstone      Arenaria interpres 

Located a pair of this species on the rocks along the Atlantic coastline in West Coast NP. 

Sanderling       Calidris Alba 

A strange record on the mudflats of Nsumo Pan and found again on the St Lucia estuary and in West Coast 

NP. 

Little Stint       Calidris minuta 

The smallest and most common shorebird found at Mkuze GR and Strandfontein. 

Curlew Sandpiper      Calidris ferruginea 

A couple of individuals were viewed well at Nsumo Pan in Mkuze GR. 

Ruff        Philomachus pugnax 

This migrant shorebird was seen in decent numbers in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and at Strandfontein. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Calidris and the scientific name is Calidris 

pugnax. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 
Grey-headed Gull      Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 

This common gull was first located inland near Johannesburg and later we had spectacular views in 

Strandfontein. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Grey-hooded Gull. 

Hartlaub’s Gull      Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 

This was the most common gull species along the Atlantic coast line and the surrounds of Cape Town. 

Kelp Gull       Larus dominicanus 

This large Gull was seen daily in along the Atlantic coastline while we visited Cape Town. 

Caspian Tern       Hydroprogne caspia 

A pair seen at St Lucia estuary and another three pairs seen at Seeberg hide in West Coast NP. 

Greater Crested Tern      Thalasseus bergii 

Seen in large numbers at a roost on Boulder’s Beach and Strandfontein. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Great Crested Tern. 

Sandwich Tern       Thalasseus sandvicensis 
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A small number of this species found in a roost at Strandfontein. 

Little Tern       Sternula albifrons 

This diminutive Tern was located in a roost at West Coast NP. 

Common Tern       Sterna hirundo 

This species was located in large numbers at a roost near Seeberg hide in West Coast NP. 

Whiskered Tern      Chlidonias hybrid 

This Tern was seen in full breeding plumage in the Wakkerstroom wetlands and Mkuze GR at Nsumo Pan. 

White-winged Tern      Chlidonias leucopterus 

Another brilliant breeding plumaged Tern was seen near Wakkerstroom and again at Nsumo Pan in Mkuze 

GR. 

 

Doves & Pigeons Columbidae 
Rock Dove        Columba livia  

This very successful city coloniser was recorded at various towns throughout the country. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Rock Pigeon. 

Speckled Pigeon      Columba guinea 

This large pigeon was seen regularly throughout the second half of the tour, often in association with human 

settlement. 

Mourning Collared Dove     Streptopelia decipiens 

Excellent views of this species wondering through the Tshokwane Picnic area.  

Red-eyed Dove       Streptopelia semitorquata  

Another widespread and common bird in South Africa seen often during the tour.  

Ring-necked Dove       Streptopelia capicola  

This widespread and common species was observed on most days of the tour.  

Laughing Dove       Streptopelia senegalensis  

Another of the most widespread and commonly encountered birds of the tour, mainly during the first week. 

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove     Turtur chalcospilos 

Many brief views of this species in Kruger NP before gaining excellent views in Mkuze GR. 

African Green Pigeon      Treron calvus 

This brightly coloured Pigeon was seen regularly in the trees along the Sabie River in Kruger NP. 

 

Turacos  Musophagidae 
Livingstone’s Turaco       Tauraco livingstonii  

An often tricky which we located on the Gwala-Gwala trail in St Lucia.  

Purple-crested Turaco Tauraco porphyreolophus  

We had magnificent views of this species in the Kruger NP and Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Grey Go-away-bird  Corythaixoides concolor 

This common species was seen and heard from Johannesburg and through the Kruger NP. 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
Levaillant’s Cuckoo  Clamator levaillantii 

This migrant species was well seen on our first full day in Kruger NP. 

Jacobin Cuckoo  Clamator jacobinus 

Seen very well at both Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Pied Cuckoo. 

Diederik Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx caprius 

Seen exceptionally well in Kruger NP and heard during the first half of the tour daily. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Dideric Cuckoo. 

Klaas’s Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx klaas 

A male and female seen near Lower Sabie in Kruger NP and heard daily through the first half of the tour. 

African Emerald Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx cupreus 

Heard at both the Karkloof conservation area and Marutswa forest but unable to locate it. 

Black Cuckoo  Cuculus clamosus 

Seen between Lower Sabie and Skukuza in the Kruger NP. Also heard daily during first half of the tour. 

Red-chested Cuckoo  Cuculus solitaries 
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Seen in the riverside thickets along the Sabie River in the Kruger NP. 

 

Owls  Strigidae 
Spotted Eagle-Owl  Bubo africanus 

A family of four (two adults and two fledglings) seen in Wakkerstroom. 

 

Nightjars & Allies  Caprimulgidae 
Fiery-necked Nightjar  Caprimulgus pectoralis 

Heard in Kruger NP and a single bird seen well in Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
African Palm Swift       Cypsiurus parvus  

This delicate, long-tailed swift was recorded regularly during the first half of the tour in association with 

Palm species. 

Alpine Swift        Tachymarptis melba 

A large swift with white underparts that we encountered on the first day in Dullstroom and the last day at 

Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Apus and the scientific name is Apus 

melba. 

Common Swift       Apus apus 

We had a good view of this species over cultivated land as we travelled around Wakkerstroom. 

African Black Swift       Apus barbatus  

This species was seen well as we descended the Long Tom pass en route to Kruger NP. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is African Swift. 

Little Swift       Apus affinis 

These small swifts, in large numbers with square tails, were common in Kruger NP, St Lucia, Richmond and 

Sani Pass. 

Horus Swift       Apus horus 

We had a flyby view in the Wakkerstroom area in a mixed group near the Wakkerstroom wetlands. 

White-rumped Swift      Apus caffer 

A large group seen near the Wakkerstroom wetlands where they were nesting under a bridge. 

 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 
Speckled Mousebird       Colius striatus  

This common mousebird was recorded leaving Kruger NP, in Wakkerstroom and in Mkuze.  

White-backed Mousebird     Colius colius 

A large flock was seen well as we entered West Coast NP. 

Red-faced Mousebird       Urocolius indicus  

A fairly common bird, recorded regularly in Mkuze and Zululand Rhino Reserve.  

 

Trogons  Trogonidae 
Narina Trogon       Apaloderma narina  

We enjoyed a wonderful view of this very colourful bird on St Lucia’s Gwala-Gwala trail. 

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 
Lilac-breasted Roller      Coracias caudatus 

This beautifully coloured bird was regularly encountered in both Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and Zululand Rhino 

Reserve. 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher      Halcyon albiventris  

A woodland kingfisher, it was seen well in Kruger National Park and in the Mkuze region. 

Striped Kingfisher      Halcyon chelicuti 

This small woodland kingfisher was seen in the Mkuze area where we had excellent views of it. 
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African Pygmy Kingfisher     Ispindina picta 

The smallest Kingfisher in Southern Africa. We had excellent views of a pair in the Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Malachite Kingfisher      Corythornis cristatus 

This small aquatic Kingfisher was located in a small stream in Wakkerstroom. 

Giant Kingfisher      Megaceryle maxima 

This large Kingfisher was seen along the Sabie River in the Kruger NP.   

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 

The world’s most widespread kingfisher was found at various wetlands throughout the tour.  

 

Bee-eaters Meropidae 
Little Bee-eater       Merops pusillus  

Another stunning little bird that was seen well in the Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

White-fronted Bee-eater     Merops bullockoides 

A common species along the Sabie River in the Kruger NP. 

European Bee-eater      Merops apiaster 

Seen daily in Kruger NP and in the Mkuze GR.  

 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 
African Hoopoe       Upupa africana  

Recorded in Wakkerstroom, Zululand Rhino Reserve and Mkuze GR. 

NOTE: The Hoopoe complex has had a confusing taxonomic history, with one to four species being recognized 

by various authorities. Clements splits the group into two forms, Madagascar U. marginata and Eurasian U. 

epops. The white-winged African forms are often split by other authorities as West African Hoopoe U. 

senegalensis with the fourth species being African Hoopoe U. africana (which we recorded). However, the 

most generally accepted treatment is that of three species, Madagascar, Eurasian and African. 

 

Wood Hoopoes & Scimitarbills  Phoeniculidae 
Green Wood Hoopoe       Phoeniculus purpureus  

Small groups of these often noisy birds were seen in the Kruger NP and Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Common Scimitarbill      Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

Seen regularly in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and the Zululand Rhino Reserve in suitable habitat.  

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 
Southern Red-billed Hornbill     Tokus rufirostris 

Seen regularly in Kruger NP and in Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill    Tokus leucomelas 

This comical species was seen daily in the Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Crowned Hornbill      Lophoceros alboterminatus 

There were a couple of good views of this species around the Mkuze GR. 

African Grey Hornbill      Lophoceros nasutus 

A couple of birds seen in Kruger NP but generally heard more often than seen. 

Trumpeter Hornbill      Bycanistes bucinator 

An initial brief sighting in Kruger NP with excellent views of this rather noisy Hornbill in Mkuze and St 

Lucia. 

 

African Barbets  Lybiidae 
White-eared Barbet       Stactolaema leucotis  

We had some good views of birds while we were in forests at and near sea level around St Lucia. 

Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird      Pogoniulus bilineatus  

A tiny and stunning bird of moist eastern forests, we enjoyed great views in Mkuze GR. 

Acacia Pied Barbet      Tricholaema leucomelas 

Great views of this diminutive little bird in the Zululand Rhino Reserve and Mkuze GR. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Pied Barbet. 

Black-collared Barbet       Lybius torquatus  
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Seen and heard in the Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

Crested Barbet       Trachyphonus vaillantii 

This colourful bird was seen in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR.  

 

Honeyguides  Indicatoridae 
Scaly-throated Honeyguide      Indicator variegates  

A bird was heard in Benvie Gardens, Karkloof.  

 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 
Red-throated Wryneck     Jynx ruficollis 

A single bird was seen very well along the road to Sani Pass. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Rufous-necked Wryneck. 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker     Campethera abigoni 

This bird was located in the woodlands of Mkuze GR and St Lucia. 

Ground Woodpecker      Geocolaptes olivaceus 

A couple of groups of this species were seen as we traversed Sani Pass into Lesotho. 

Cardinal Woodpecker      Dendropicos fuscescens 

The Woodpecker we encountered most during our visits to Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and Zululand Rhino 

Reserve. 

Bearded Woodpecker      Dendropicos namaquus 

Great views of a pair of this species in the Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Olive Woodpecker       Dendropicos griseocephalus  

Wonderful views of two individual birds recorded in the Marutswa forest. 

 

Falcons & Caracaras  Falconidae 
Lesser Kestrel       Falco naumanni 

Located this bird in the surrounding cultivated fields of Wakkerstroom. 

Rock Kestrel       Falco rupicolus 

These Kestrels were found readily around the Mountains in the area of Rooi Els and further views were had 

at Langebaan Lagoon and West Coast NP. 

Peregrine Falcon      Falco peregrinus 

This majestic bird was found flying above the valley near Howick Falls. 

 

African & New World Parrots  Psittacidae 
Cape Parrot (E)      Poicephalus robustus 

Incredible views of two active birds flying and perching in the Marutswa forest. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Brown-necked Parrot. 

Brown-headed Parrot      Poicephalus cryptoxanthus 

A parrot which we found often in Kruger NP wherever trees were fruiting. 

 

Broadbills  Eurylaimidae 
African Broadbill      Smithornis capensis 

Wonderful views of an individual bird doing its characteristic flight display in Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

 

Wattle-eyes and Batises  Platysteiridae 
Cape Batis        Batis capensis  

Seen well at Karkloof and in Marutswa Forest, a fairly common endemic in good habitat.  

Woodward’s Batis      Batis fratrum 

Heard calling in St Lucia but after exhaustive efforts to locate it we were unsuccessful. 

Chinspot Batis       Batis molitor  

A fairly common bird throughout Kruger NP and in Mkuze GR.  

 

Helmetshrikes & Allies  Prionopidae 
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White-crested Helmetshrike     Prionops plumatus 

Had excellent views on all occasions we encountered this bird in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and Zululand Rhino 

Reserve. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is White Helmetshrike. 

Retz’s Helmetshrike      Prionops retzii 

This stunning bird was seen in a small family group around Lake Panic in Kruger NP. 

 

Bushshrikes & Allies  Malaconotidae 
Orange-breasted Bushshrike      Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus  

A couple of birds seen in the Kruger NP and Mkuze GR showing very well.  

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Sulphur-breasted Bushshrike. 

Gorgeous Bushshrike      Telophorus viridis 

A very good sighting of a beautiful single bird in the Mkuze GR near Nsumo Pan. Was heard calling often 

during our stay in the Mkuze area. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Four-coloured Bushshrike. 

Bokmakierie       Telophorus zeylonus 

This magnificent bird was seen in Wakkerstroom and on Sani Pass during the tour. 

Brown-crowned Tchagra     Tchagra australis  

Located a single bird in Zululand Rhino Reserve with excellent views near the road. 

Black-crowned Tchagra     Tchagra senegalus 

A vocal species we recorded regularly in Kruger NP. 

Black-backed Puffback      Dryoscopus cubla  

Recorded regularly in thickets in Kruger NP and the Mkuze region.  

Southern Boubou (E)   Laniarius ferrugineus 

This vocal and common species was first seen in Zululand Rhino Reserve and again at Boulder’s Beach but 

many more were heard rather than seen.  

Brubru  Nilaus afer 

More often heard than seen but we had an excellent view of this bird in Mkuze GR. 

 

Cuckoo-shrikes Campephagidae 
Black Cuckooshrike       Coracina flava 

Male and female birds located at Zululand Rhino Reserve during the game drives and in camp. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Magpie Shrike       Urolestes melanoleucus 

Seen in the open savanna of the Kruger NP. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Corvinella and the scientific name is 

Corvinella melanoleucus. 

Red-backed Shrike      Lanius collurio 

We located two male Shrikes of this migrant in Kruger NP and Zululand Rhino Reserve.  

Southern (Common) Fiscal      Lanius collaris  

This is a common bird throughout South Africa and was seen in Dullstroom, Wakkerstroom, Sani Pass and 

in Cape Town.  

 

Orioles  Oriolidae 
Black-headed Oriole       Oriolus larvatus  

Recorded a few times during the first half of the tour in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is African Black-headed Oriole. 

 

Drongos  Dicruridae 
Square-tailed Drongo       Dicrurus ludwigii  

Recorded in the closed canopy forests and riparian Woodland of Marutswa Forest, Mkuze GR and Zululand 

Rhino Reserve.  

Fork-tailed Drongo      Dicrurus adsimilis 
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This active insectivore was recorded on most days of the tour.  

 

Monarchs Flycatchers  Monarchidae 
Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher    Trochocercus cyanomelas 

Seen in the understory of riparian and Afromontane forest in Zululand Rhino Reserve, Karkloof and 

Marutswa Forest.  

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is African Crested Flycatcher. 

African Paradise Flycatcher      Terpsiphone viridis  

Seen and heard regularly during the first half of the tour.  

 

Crows, Jays & Magpies Corvidae 
House Crow       Corvus splendens 

Seen as we arrived at Cape Town International Airport. 

Cape Crow        Corvus capensis  

We had a few sightings of these birds in Dullstroom, Wakkerstroom, Underberg and Cape Town.  

Pied Crow        Corvus albus  

Seen at a number of sites during the tour, particularly in  association with human habitation and cultivated 

land.  

White-necked Raven       Corvus albicollis  

We enjoyed good views of this species along the Sani Pass road, in Rooi Els and also at Strandfontein. 

 

Rockjumpers  Chaetopidae 
Cape Rockjumper (E)      Chaetops frenatus 

We were fortunate to see two parties of this special bird at close range while visiting Rooi Els and a further 

party near Gordon’s Bay. 

Drakensberg Rockjumper     Chaetops aurantius 

We located a breeding pair on Sani Pass where they were building and transporting nesting material across 

the road. 

 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae 
Fairy Flycatcher      Stenostira scita 

A pair of these striking birds were located in Lesotho near the border post. 

 

Chickadees & Tits  Paridae 
Southern Black Tit (NE)      Melaniparus niger  

A bird which we heard very often. Had excellent views in Kruger NP, Zululand Rhino Reserve and Mkuze 

GR. 

 

Larks  Alaudidae 
Spike-heeled Lark      Chersomanes albofasciata 

A bird we encountered regularly during our stay in Wakkerstroom. 

Eastern Long-billed Lark     Certhilauda semitorquata 

We encountered two individuals during our day trip in Wakkerstroom. 

Sabota Lark       Calendulauda sabota 

We saw this species regularly in Zululand Rhino Reserve and Mkuze GR. 

Rudd’s Lark (E)      Heteromirafra ruddi 

Difficult views of a pair of this sought after species in the grasslands of Wakkerstroom. 

Eastern Clapper Lark      Mirafra fasciolata 

A pair of birds were seen on the ground and in display in Wakkerstroom. 

Rufous-naped Lark      Mirafra Africana 

An individual bird was seen excellently in Kruger NP on top of a rock. 

Botha’s Lark (E)      Spizocorys fringillaris 

Spectacular views of another sought-after bird in the Wakkerstroom region. 

Large-billed Lark      Galerida magnirostris 
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Very good views of two birds perched in Lesotho near the Border Post. 

Red-capped Lark      Calandrella cinerea 

Seen briefly in Wakkerstroom before we had better views Sani Pass and West Coast NP. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
Cape Bulbul (E)      Pycnonotus capensis 

A regular seen from our guest house in Simon’s Town, Rooi Els, West Coast NP and Strandfontein. 

Dark-capped Bulbul       Pycnonotus tricolor  

Seen daily throughout the first half of the tour.  

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Common Bulubul. 

Sombre Greenbul       Andropadus importunus  

Heard often with the characteristic “Willy” call. Seen well in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

Yellow-bellied Greenbul      Chlorocichla flaviventris  

Provided great viewing in the Mkuze GR, Zululand Rhino Reserve, False Bay and St Lucia. 

Terrestrial Brownbul      Phyllastrephus terrestris 

Usually skulking and well hidden, we had very good views of this bird in Mkuze GR as a result of a lack of 

cover due to the drought.  

 

Swallows  Hirundinidae 
Black Saw-wing      Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

A single bird seen hawking insects over a dam in Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Banded Martin      Riparia cincta 

Seen flying over open grassland in Dullstroom and Wakkerstroom and near Strandfontein. 

Barn Swallow       Hirundo rustica 

A common migrant seen exceptionally well in Wakkerstroom, Mkuze GR, Zululand Rhino Reserve, West 

Coast NP and Strandfontein. 

White-throated Swallow     Hirundo albigularis 

A common Swallow located in the Wakkerstroom wetlands where we had excellent views. 

Wire-tailed Swallow      Hirundo smithii 

Seen regularly in Kruger NP near rivers and river crossings. 

Blue Swallow       Hirundo atrocaerulea 

A pair of this endangered species provided distant views in the Richmond area. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Montane Blue Swallow. 

Pearl-breasted Swallow     Hirundo dimidiate 

This stunning swallow was seen in Dullstroom flying low over a small wetland and some patches of 

grassland. 

Greater Striped Swallow     Cecropis cucullata 

The most common Swallow we encountered in the high altitude regions of Wakkerstroom and Sani Pass. 

Lesser Striped Swallow     Cecropis abyssinica 

This species was seen in good numbers in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

South African Cliff Swallow     Petrochelidon spilodera 

An abundant species while we were in Wakkerstroom, found in association with the wetlands and streams of 

the area. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is South African Swallow. 

 

Crombecs, African Warblers  Macrosphenidae 
Cape Grassbird      Sphenoeacus afer 

A species we saw well and heard regularly in Wakkerstroom, Underberg and Boulder’s Beach. 

Long-billed Crombec      Sylvietta rufescens 

A species we recorded regularly during the first half of the tour in suitable well developed bush. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Cape Crombec. 

Victorin’s Warbler      Cryptillas victorini 

A very difficult species which we heard near Rooi Els but could not locate. 
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Leaf-Warblers  Phylloscopidae 
Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler    Phylloscopus ruficapilla 

We heard this species calling fervently in Marutswa Forest but were unable to locate it. 

Willow Warbler      Phylloscopus trochilus 

A migrant which we had excellent views of in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

 

Reed-Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 
Lesser Swamp Warbler     Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

This Warbler located by call was seen at first in Wakkerstroom and again at Rietvlei wetlands reserve. 

African Reed Warbler      Acrocephalus baeticatus 

We had a very good view of two of these birds moving along a stream in Wakkerstroom. 

African Yellow Warbler     Iduna natalensis 

Located a single bird in the thickets alongside a stream in Wakkerstroom. 

 

Grassbirds and Allies  Locustellidae 
Little Rush Warbler      Bradypterus baboecala 

We had great views of a single bird at Strandfontein after having heard it calling nearby. 

Barratt’s Warbler      Bradypterus barratti 

A number of birds heard and good views of two birds along the Sani Pass Road. 

Fan-tailed Grassbird      Schoenicola brevirostris 

Heard two birds before getting an excellent view of an individual bird along the Sani Pass road. Broad-tailed 

Warbler is the name given in South African field guides. 

 

Cisticolas and Allies  Cisticolidae 
Red-faced Cisticola      Cisticola erythrops 

Commonly heard calling along the Sabie River and located in Skukuza Camp in the vegetation overhanging 

the water. 

Rattling Cisticola      Cisticola chiniana 

A bird we heard and saw often as we traversed the Eastern half of the country. 

Wailing Cisticola      Cisticola lais 

Encountered often in the montane grasslands of Wakkerstroom and Sani Pass. 

Levaillant’s Cisticola      Cisticola tinniens 

Seen regularly in the moist grasslands of Wakkerstroom, Dullstroom and Sani Pass while we had further 

sightings along the dam edges in Strandfontein. 

Neddicky       Cisticola fulvicapilla 

Located in the thornveld thickets in Kruger NP by its characteristic call. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Piping Cisticola. 

Pale-crowned Cisticola      Cisticola cinnamomeus 

We located this cisticola along the roadside in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Wing-snapping Cisticola     Cisticola ayresii 

A single bird was located in display while in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Tawny-flanked Prinia      Prinia subflava 

We had particularly good views of this bird in Kruger NP and further sighting in Mkuze GR. 

Karoo Prinia       Prinia maculosa 

Located this noisy inhabitant in the fynbos of Cape Town on all of our days on the west coast. 

Drakensberg Prinia      Prinia hypoxantha 

Seen very well in the Karkloof region and again when we visited Sani Pass. 

Bar-throated Apalis      Apalis thoracica 

Although seen a couple of times on the tour our best views were at Benvie Gardens in the Karkloof. 

Rudd’s Apalis       Apalis ruddi 

A couple of excellent sightings of this bird in the sand and coastal forests of Mkuze GR and St Lucia. 

Yellow-breasted Apalis     Apalis flavida 

This noisy bird was seen very well in the Kruger NP with a few scattered sightings elsewhere on the east 

coast. 
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Green-backed Camaroptera     Camaroptera brachyuran 

Heard regularly along the east coast and in Kruger with outstanding views in the Mkuze GR. 

Stierling’s Wren-Warbler     Calamonastes stierlingi 

A single bird located in the Kruger NP with very good views.  

NOTE: Clements lumps this species in a different and the scientific name is Calamonastes undosus pintoi. The 

Clements common name for this species is Miombo Wren-Warbler.  

 

Laughingthrushes  Leiothrichidae 
Arrow-marked Babbler     Turdoides jardineii 

This noisy bird was often heard before seen but we enjoyed excellent views of them in Kruger NP and 

Mkuze GR. 

 

Old World Warblers  Sylviidae 
Bush Blackcap       Lioptilus nigricapillus  

At least four birds seen along the Sani Pass road providing us with incredible views. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Sylvia and the scientific name is Sylvia 

nigricapillus. 

Layard’s Warbler      Sylvia layardi 

At least five different sightings in Lesotho of this bird near the rocky outcrops surrounded by shrubs. 

  

Yuhinas, White-eyes & Allies  Zosteropidae 
Cape White-eye       Zosterops virens  

We had regular sightings of this bird throughout the tour in woodland habitats with the exception being the 

high altitude areas. 

NOTE: Clements changes the species name to the following Zosterops capensis. 

African Yellow White-eye     Zosterops senegalensis 

A small group of these striking birds were seen in St Lucia. 

 

Sugarbirds  Promeropidae 
Cape Sugarbird (E)      Promerops cafer 

Magnificent views of this species in association with Prote Spp. at Rooi Els and Simon’s Town. 

Gurney’s Sugarbird      Promerops gurneyi 

Outstanding views of this species in association with Protea Spp. on Sani Pass. 

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 
Common Myna       Acridotheres tristis  

A species that was introduced to Durban in 1900 was common around urban centres throughout our travels.  

Common Starling      Sturnus vulgaris 

Another introduced species which we encountered in Wakkerstroom and throughout Cape Town. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is European Starling. 

Black-bellied Starling       Notopholia corrusca  

This Starling was seen very well as we entered Mkuze GR.  

Cape Starling        Lamprotornis nitens  

Recorded regularly as we traversed the eastern reaches of the country. 

Greater Blue-eared Starling     Lamprotornis chalybaeus 

This charismatic bird was a regular in the eating areas of Kruger NP where they were encountered daily. 

Burchell’s Starling      Lamprotornis australis 

This large Starling with heavy wingbeats was seen very well throughout Kruger NP. 

Pied Starling       Lamprotornis bicolor 

Seen regularly in the Wakkerstroom area. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is African Pied Starling. 

Violet-backed Starling      Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

Had excellent views of this bird in full breeding plumage during our visit to Kruger NP. 

Red-winged Starling       Onychognathus morio  
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Recorded regularly throughout the tour.  

 

Thrushes & Allies  Turdidae 
Orange Ground Thrush      Geokichla gurneyi  

We had spectacular views of a bird in Benvie garden in the Karkloof.  

Kurrichane Thrush       Turdus libonyana  

Wonderful views of this species in Mkuze GR and St Lucia. 

Olive Thrush        Turdus olivaceus  

We found small numbers with brief views around the Karkloof but had further excellent views on Sani Pass 

and Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

Karoo Thrush       Turdus smithi 

A single bird was seen in the gardens at our hotel in Johannesburg. 

  

Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae 
Karoo Scrub Robin      Cercotrichas coryphoeus 

A couple of birds seen in the low shrubs in West Coast NP. 

Bearded Scrub Robin      Cercotrichas quadrivirgata 

Seen brilliantly in Skukuza Camp and again in Mkuze GR. 

White-browed Scrub Robin     Cercotrichas leucophrys 

Good views of this bird in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR although it was more often heard than seen. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Red-backed Scrub Robin. 

Grey Tit-Flycatcher      Myioparus plumbeus 

This pretty little bird was viewed well in the Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Southern Black Flycatcher      Melaenornis pammelaina  

We twice recorded this bird in the Kruger NP and Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Pale Flycatcher      Melaenornis pallidus 

This light coloured Flycatcher was seen well in Zululand Rhino Reserve and Mkuze GR 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Bradornis and the scientific name is 

Bradornis pallidus. 

Fiscal Flycatcher      Melaenornis silens 

A single bird was located in West Coast NP. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Sigelus and the scientific name is Sigelus 

silens. 

Spotted Flycatcher      Muscicapa striata 

A common yet overlooked flycatcher which was seen very well in Zululand Rhino Reserve and Mkuze GR. 

Ashy Flycatcher      Muscicapa caerulescens 

Seen and heard calling loudly in and around Skukuza in the Kruger NP. 

African Dusky Flycatcher      Muscicapa adusta  

Seen very well in Mkuze GR. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Dusky-brown Flycatcher. 

Cape Robin-Chat       Cossypha caffra  

This rather striking bird was seen at various locations on the tour although particularly abundant in the 

Western Cape. 

White-throated Robin-Chat     Cossypha humeralis 

A difficult bird to connect with as it favours dense cover yet with some luck we had decent views of an 

individual in Kruger NP. 

White-browed Robin-Chat     Cossypha heuglini  

Seen in the Kruger NP in association with dense riverine cover. 

Red-capped Robin-Chat      Cossypha natalensis  

Great views of this species in the coastal forest area around St Lucia and Dlinza.  

Chorister Robin-Chat       Cossypha dichroa  

This often difficult bird was seen very well in the Karkloof forests and briefly in Dlinza forest.  

White-starred Robin       Pogonocichla stellata  

A male was briefly seen while passing through Marutswa forest.  

Cape Rock Thrush       Monticola rupestris  



RBT Trip Report Edmondstone November 2015 

 

 

 

26 

Another species that was seen in well as we traversed Sani Pass. 

Sentinel Rock Thrush      Monticola exploratory 

We had great views of this bird in the alpine grasslands of Wakkerstroom and Lesotho. 

African Stonechat       Saxicola torquatus  

A common bird in South Africa, we had sightings during the tour in Dullstroom, Wakkerstroom, the 

Karkloof region and Sani Pass. 

Buff-streaked Chat      Campicoloides bifasciatus 

After an initial view of a female in Wakkerstroom, we had further magnificent sightings along Sani Pass. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Saxicola and the scientific name is Saxicola 

bifasciatus. 

Sickle-winged Chat      Emarginata sinuate 

We had regular sightings of this bird in Lesotho in the low shrub near the border post. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Cercomela and the scientific name is 

Cercomela sinuata. The Clements common name for this species is Sicklewing Chat. 

Ant-eating Chat      Myrmecocichla monticola 

The most common Chat in the Wakkerstroom region, often seen perched atop a rock or flying from near the 

roadside. 

Mountain Wheatear      Myrmecocichla monticola 

We observed a couple of these wonderful birds as we traversed the Wakkerstroom area. 

Familiar Chat       Oenanthe familiaris 

After a great view of these birds at Boulder’s Beach we were treated to further sightings in Rooi Els. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Cercomela and the scientific name is 

Cercomela familiaris. 

       

Sunbirds and Spiderhunters  Nectariniidae 
Collared Sunbird       Hedydipna collaris  

We had sightings of this tiny jewel of a bird in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and St Lucia. 

Orange-breasted Sunbird (E)     Anthobaphes violacea 

Rooi Els produced this beautiful bird feeding in the fynbos in close proximity to us.  

(Eastern) Olive Sunbird      Cyanomitra olivacea  

Heard in the Karkloof area and St Lucia but unable to locate it.  

Grey Sunbird       Cyanomitra veroxii 

A couple of this species were located at False Bay NP. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Mouse-coloured Sunbird. 

Amethyst Sunbird       Chalcomitra amethystina  

A few sightings during our stay in Wakkerstroom where they were feeding on flowering trees. 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird     Chalcomitra senegalensis 

A gorgeous bird that was initially seen in Kruger but offered incredible views from our lodge in the Zululand 

Rhino Reserve. 

Malachite Sunbird      Nectarinia famosa 

Our first sighting of this striking bird was at our Guest House in Wakkerstroom before seeing it often as we 

ascended Sani Pass.   

Southern Double-collared Sunbird     Cinnyris chalybeus  

Abundant during the final week of the tour, particularly in the forests of the Karkloof and in Cape Town.  

Greater Double-collared Sunbird     Cinnyris afer  

Another stunner – seen at the South African border post on Sani Pass. 

Marico Sunbird      Cinnyris mariquensis 

Heard often in Mkuze and Kruger NP but ultimately the best sighting came from the Zululand Rhino 

Reserve. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Mariqua Sunbird. 

Purple-banded Sunbird     Cinnyris bifasciatus 

This beauty was located in the Zululand Rhino Reserve and again in False Bay NP. 

White-bellied Sunbird      Cinnyris talatala 

Heard often at the beginning of the tour but remained frustratingly concealed until we had an excellent 

sighting in Mkuze GR and Zululand Rhino Reserve. 
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NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is White-breasted Sunbird. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
House Sparrow       Passer domesticus  

An introduced and common species throughout, particularly near human settlements. 

Cape Sparrow       Passer melanurus 

A handsome species which we found in Dullstroom, Wakkerstroom, Sani Pass and Cape Town. 

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow    Passer diffuses 

A species which we saw well in Kruger NP and on our day trip to Sani Pass. 

Yellow-throated Petronia     Gymnoris superciliaris 

Abundant in Zululand Rhino Reserve and Mkuze GR.  

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Petronia and the scientific name is Petronia 

superciliaris. 

 

Weavers & Allies  Ploceidae 
Red-billed Buffalo Weaver     Bubalornis niger 

This active bird species was seen in the Kruger NP. 

Thick-billed Weaver       Amblyospiza albifrons  

Seen during our visit to Mkuze GR. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Grosbeak Weaver. 

Spectacled Weaver       Ploceus ocularis  

Great views were enjoyed at Skukuza in the Kruger NP. Also heard frequently on the east coast during the 

tour. 

Cape Weaver       Ploceus capensis 

This Weaver was located initially in Dullstroom with further sightings in Wakkerstroom and at Stony Point. 

Eastern Golden Weaver     Ploceus subaureus 

Excellent views were obtained in St Lucia of this stunning bird. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is African Golden Weaver. 

Southern Brown-throated Weaver    Ploceus xanthopterus 

Good views of a breeding plumaged adult in the St Lucia estuary. 

Lesser Masked Weaver     Ploceus intermedius 

Seen at Lake Panic with good comparisons to other Ploceus spp. at the lake. 

Southern Masked Weaver      Ploceus velatus  

Recorded every day during the first half of the tour. 

Village Weaver       Ploceus cucullatus  

This species was seen at in good numbers in Wakkerstroom.  

Dark-backed Weaver       Ploceus bicolor  

Seen in the forest sites Mkuze GR, Zululand Rhino Reserve and St Lucia.  

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Forest Weaver. 

Red-billed Quelea      Quelea Quelea 

Seen in large numbers near the wetlands of Wakkerstroom and at a wetland near Himeville. 

Yellow-crowned Bishop     Euplectes afer 

A very good sighting of this bird in display near a wetland in Richmond. 

Southern Red Bishop      Euplectes orix 

Common wherever suitable grassland and wetland existed. Seen in particularly large numbers heading to 

roost in Wakkerstroom. 

Yellow Bishop       Euplectes capensis 

Another striking species which was first seen in Wakkerstroom and later in Richmond, Sani Pass and Rooi 

Els. 

Fan-tailed Widowbird      Euplectes axillaris 

Found in Dullstroom en route to Kruger NP and again at the Wakkerstroom wetlands. 

Red-collared Widowbird     Euplectes ardens 

This species was recorded in Wakkerstroom, Richmond and Sani Pass with some excellent viewing. 

Long-tailed Widowbird      Euplectes progne  

Common in grassland where this bird was seen well in Wakkerstroom.  
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Waxbills & Allies Estrildidae 
Green-winged Pytilia      Pytilia melba 

A bird with which we had some success. Often skulking and unobtrusive we had good views in Kruger NP. 

Pink-throated Twinspot     Hypargos margaritatus 

Had excellent views of this stunning bird in Mkuze GR, Zululand Rhino Reserve and St Lucia. 

Red-billed Firefinch      Lagonosticta senegala 

Brief views of this species as we entered and exited Marutswa forest. 

African Firefinch      Lagonosticta rubricata 

Very good views of this species as we started our trip up Sani Pass. 

Blue Waxbill        Uraeginthus angolensis  

This species was commonly recorded around various woodland sites, with highest numbers recorded in 

Mkuze GR and surrounds. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Southern Cordonbleu. 

Common Waxbill      Estrilida astrild 

Initially seen in the cultivated land of Wakkerstroom and again in the wetlands outside Underberg and West 

Coast NP. 

Bronze Mannikin       Lonchura cucullata  

Excellent views of this seed eater drinking at the roadside in St Lucia.  

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Spermestes and the scientific name is 

Spermestes cucullata. 

 

Indigobirds  Viduidae 
Pin-tailed Whydah      Vidua macroura 

Good views of large flocks in Wakkerstroom and Sani Pass, while a male visited us at the lodge in Zululand 

Rhino Reserve. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 
Cape Wagtail        Motacilla capensis  

Regularly recorded throughout much of the tour.  

African Pied Wagtail       Motacilla aguimp  

Kruger NP produced numerous records.  

Cape Longclaw      Macronyx capensis 

Seen regularly while we were in Wakkerstroom in the moist grassland. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Orange-throated Longclaw. 

African Pipit       Anthus cinnamomeus 

The most numerous Pipit species we encountered with particularly high numbers in Wakkerstroom. 

Mountain Pipit       Anthus hoeschi 

Two birds were found in the scrub as we drove through Lesotho. 

Plain-backed Pipit      Anthus leucophrys 

An individual bird located in the short grassland surrounding Strandfontein.  

African Rock Pipit      Anthus crenatus 

We were very fortunate to locate single bird which was calling on Sani Pass. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Yellow-tufted Pipit. 

Bushveld Pipit       Anthus caffer 

A pair was located on Zululand Rhino Reserve where we had excellent views. 

NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Bush Pipit. 

Yellow-breasted Pipit      Anthus chloris 

A single bird which we heard calling and saw poorly in flight and sadly disappeared before we could set up 

the scope. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Hemimacronyx and the scientific name is 

Hemimacronyx chloris. 

  

Finches & Euphonias  Fringillidae 
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Forest Canary       Crithagra scotops  

A small number of birds were seen well in the Karkloof.  

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Serinus and the scientific name is Serinus 

scotops. 

Yellow-fronted Canary      Crithagra mozambica  

This good-looking and common canary was seen in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR.  

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Serinus and the scientific name is Serinus 

mozambica. 

Cape Siskin (E)      Crithagra totta 

A notoriously difficult bird, we were fortunate to locate 10-15 individuals at Rooi Els. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Pseudochloroptila and the scientific name is 

Pseudochloroptila totta. 

Drakensberg Siskin      Crithagra symonsi 

Many birds seen near the top of Sani Pass including a male and female in a nest. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Pseudochloroptila and the scientific name is 

Pseudochloroptila symonsi. 

Yellow Canary       Crithagra flaviventris 

A couple of these handsome birds was recorded in Lesotho. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Serinus and the scientific name is Serinus 

flaviventris. 

Brimstone Canary      Crithagra sulphurata 

Found 6-8 individuals along the Sani Pass road. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Serinus and the scientific name is Serinus 

sulphurata. 

Streaky-headed Seedeater     Crithagra gularis 

An individual briefly seen in Wakkerstroom and better views later on Sani Pass. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Serinus and the scientific name is Serinus 

gularis. 

Cape Canary       Serinus canicollis 

Seen in Wakkerstroom and regularly during our final week on tour. 

NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Serinus and the scientific name is Serinus 

canicollis. 

Buntings, Sparrows & Allies  Emberizidae 
Cape Bunting       Emberiza capensis 

Excellent views at the South African border to Lesotho and again at Rooi Els and Simon’s Town. 

Golden-breasted Bunting     Emberiza flaviventris 

Another great bird which we recorded in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

 

Annotated List of Mammals recorded (43 Species) 

 

Note: Names and taxanomical order of the land mammals follow that of ‘ The Kingdon Field Guide to 

African Mammals’; additional names are given in parenthesis and are likely to appear in other popular field 

guides. 

  

Wolves, Coyote, Foxes and Jackals  Canidae 
African Wild Dog  Lycaon pictus 

A wonderful pack of seventeen seen in Kruger NP. 

 

Cats  Felidae 
Cheetah  Acinonyx Jubatus 

One of the highlights of the trip – seen with an Impala kill in Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Lion  Panthera leo 

A total of 17 individuals were located between Kruger NP and Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Leopard  Panthera pardus 
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Two individuals were located near Lower Sabie, one fast asleep in a tree while in another sighting an 

individual interacted with Lions and Impala. 

 

Mongooses  Herpestridae 
Yellow Mongoose (RNE)  Cynictis penicillata 

Seen in Wakkerstroom. 

Slender Mongoose  Herpestes sanguineus 

Excellent sightings in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

Banded Mongoose  Mungos mungo 

Located in large numbers in Kruger NP. 

 

Hyenas & Aardwolfs  Hyaenidae 
Spotted Hyaena  Crocuta crocuta 

We had good sightings in Kruger NP of this fascinating but much maligned mammal. 

 

Weasels, Skunks & Otters  Mustelidae 
African Clawless Otter  Aonyx capensis 

Seen on the low level bridge near Skukuza. 

 

Sea Lions  Otariidae 
Afro-Australian (Cape) Fur Seal  Arctocephalus pusillus 

3 seen at Kalk Bay Harbour. 

 

Vivets & Genets Viverridae 
South African Large-spotted Genet  Genetta tigrina 

Seen by Sue on night drive at Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

 

Bovids and Horned Ungulates  Bovidae 
Impala  Aepyceros melampus 

We saw many throughout the first half of the tour in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Natal Red Duiker  Cephalophus natalensis 

A few individuals seen in Mkuze GR, Zululand Rhino Reserve and St Lucia. 

Black Wildebeest  Connochaetes gnou 

A good number of individuals seen in the grasslands of Wakkerstroom. 

Common (Blue) Wildebeest  Connochaetes taurinus 

Seen in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

Blesbok  Damaliscus dorcas 

Found in Dullstroom, Wakkerstroom, Underberg and West Coast NP in small numbers. 

Waterbuck  Kobus ellipsiprymnus 

Seen on consecutive days in Kruger NP always near water. 

Klipspringer  Oreotragus oreotragus 

A single individual seen on a boulder in Kruger NP. 

Grey Rhebok  Pelea capreolus 

Seen on our day trip up Sani Pass. 

Steenbok  Raphicerus campestris 

These small antelope were seen in Kruger NP and West Coast NP. 

Southern Reedbuck  Redunca arundinum 

Seen in Wakkerstroom and again on Sani Pass. 

Mountain Reedbuck  Redunca fulvorufula 

Seen in Zululand Rhino Reserve and again on Sani Pass. 

Common (Grey) Duiker  Sylvicapra grimmia 

Seen in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR, Zululand Rhino Reserve and West Coast NP. 

Springbok  Antidorcas marsupialis 

A few individuals seen in Wakkerstroom on the very edge of their range. 
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African Buffalo  Syncerus caffer 

We encountered a massive heard of 500+ in Kruger NP and a few individuals in Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Nyala  Tragelaphus angasii 

Seen near rivers and thickets in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Common Eland  Tragelaphus oryx 

South Africa’s biggest antelope was seen in good numbers in West Coast NP. 

Bushbuck  Tragelaphus scriptus 

Seen in the Kruger NP and thickets of Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Greater Kudu  Tragelaphus strepsiceros 

We had many sightings of this elegant antelope throughout the first half of the tour. 

 

 Giraffes  Giraffidae 
Giraffe   Giraffa camelopardalis 

Seen throughout the first half of the tour. 

Note: According to a paper by Brown et al. (see http://www.biomedcentral.com/1741-7007/5/57) the Giraffe 

should be split into six separate species. Following this classification, the giraffe we saw would be called South 

African Giraffe. 

 

Hippopotamuses  Hippopotamidae 
Hippopotamus   Hippopotamus amphibius 

Seen along the Sabie River in Kruger NP and Nsumo Pan in Mkuze GR. 

 

Pigs  Suidae 
Common Warthog  Phacochoerus africanus 

We had scattered sightings in and outside of reserves throughout the tour.  

 

Hyraxes  Procavidae 
Rock Hyrax  Procavia capensis 

Seen at Sani Pass, Boulder’s Beach and Stony Point. 

 

 

Hares and Rabbits  Leporidae 
Cape Hare  Lepus capensis 

A single individual seen in Wakkerstroom 

Scrub Hare  Lepus saxatilis 

Seen in Zululand Rhino Reserve and Mkuze GR. 

 

Horses  Equidae 
Common (Plains/Burchell's) Zebra  Equus quagga burchelli 

Seen in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR and Zululand Rhino Reserve while we also recorded a likely captive 

individual in Underberg. 

 

Rhinoceroses  Rhinocerotidae 
White (Square-lipped) Rhinoceros  Ceratotherium simum 

Seen in a couple of locations on tour. 

 

Baboons and Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 
Vervet  Cercopithecus pygerythrus 

Seen daily in the for the first half of the tour. 

NOTE: Some authors consider the Vervet Monkey in northern Namibia to be the Malbrouck Monkey 

[Chlorocebus cynosures] a spilt from the Vervet Monkey, which some authors consider conspecific with Vervet 

Monkey; furthermore some authors have 5 sub-species in Southern Africa with the one in Namibia being 

ngamienis. 
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Chacma Baboon  Papio ursinus 

Seen in Kruger NP, Mkuze GR, Sani Pass and Rooi Els area. 

 

Elephants  Elephantidae 
African Elephant   Loxodonta africana 

Seen in good numbers in Kruger NP and a single male seen in Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

 

True Mice and Rats  Muridae 
Sloggett’s Vlei Rat     Otomys sloggetti 

We saw this little critter up in Lesotho at the top of Sani Pass. 

 

Squirrels  Sciuridae 
Smith’s Bush Squirrel  Paraxerus cepapi 

Seen in the Kruger NP. 

 

Dolphins  Delphinidae 
Common Bottlenose Dolphin     Tursiops truncates 

A pod of 15-20 Dolphins were seen in False Bay close to shore. 

 

REPTILE SPECIES LIST (10 Species) 

Nile Crocodile  Crocodylus niloticus 

Seen along the Sabie River in Kruger NP and Nsumo Pan in Mkuze GR. 

Southern Tree Agama  Acanthocercus atricollis 

Seen frequently in the rest camps in Kruger NP. 

Southern Rock Agama  Agama atra 

Seen while we were traversing Sani Pass. 

Cape Dwarf Chameleon  Bradypodion pumilum 

An exquisite individual found at Rietvlei wetlands reserve. 

Highveld Crag Lizard  Cordylus melanotus 

A couple of individuals seen on the rocks in Lesotho. 

Puff Adder  Bitis arietans 

A great specimen seen at Zululand Rhino Reserve. 

Mole Snake  Pseudaspis cana 

A young individual seen on the Sani Pass road. 

Helmeted Terrapin  Pelomedusa subrufa 

Seen in Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 

Angulated Tortoise  Chersina angulate 

A good few individuals seen in West Coast NP. 

Leopard Tortoise  Stigmachelys pardalis 

Seen in both Kruger NP and Mkuze GR. 
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